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Abstract:
I will briefly review some of the techniques that have been used to

prove the pioneering 1906 result of Friedrich Hartogs, to the effect
that holomorphic functions defined near the connected boundary of a
bounded domain in Cn extend holomorphically to the interior when-
ever n > 1. I will then discuss an application of Morse Theory and
related techniques to obtain a proof that carries out Hartogs’ classi-
cal approach in complete generality. This latter part is due to Joel
Merker (ENS Paris) and Egmont Porten (Sundvall, Sweden). The
talk will be accessible to anyone familiar with basic complex analysis
in one variable and some real analysis in Rn.
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